COAL STRIKE SETTLEMENT                    207

I am very reluctant in view of the operators' attitude
toward me to propose any plan to them at all. Curiously
enough, if they had given me an opportunity I should have
proposed just the plan you outlined, that is, that there
should be a resumption of operations until April first, up
to which time the two parties might seek to reach an agree-
ment ; and then, when the distress of the public would not
be so terrible on account of the approach of warm weather,
there would be less damage from their going on with their
quarrel.

By the way, you may have noticed that your old friend,
The Sun, is now attacking me with the same infamous dis-
regard of truth that it used in its assaults upon you.

I think I shall now tell Mitchell that if the miners will
go back to work I will appoint a commission to investigate
the whole situation and will do whatever in my power lies
tp have the findings of such commission favorably acted
upon. This seems to be the only step I can now take, or
'at least the best step at the moment to take. I feel the
gravest apprehension concerning the misery pending over
so many people this winter and the consequent rioting
which may and probably will ensue.

Now, my dear sir, let me thank you again for the real aid
and comfort you have given me. You know what a pleasure
it is to hear from you at any time. By the way, I was very
glad to be able to make your friend O'Reilly Surgeon
General. I know how well you think of him.

"With warm regards to Mrs. Cleveland,

Faithfully yours,
(Signed)      THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

HON. G-ROVEB CLEVELAND,
Princeton, N. J.

P. S. Of course, if the Pennsylvania authorities would
do their whole duty, there would be no need to appeal to
me at all.

"Writing to Robert Bacon, on October 5, 1902, the Presi-
dent said: